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I n t r o d u c t i o n

Au cours de deux décennies de pratique de la chirurgie des enfants, tant à
Luxembourg qu'à Trêves, nous avons été amené à traiter un certain nombre de cas
rares, voire exceptionnels. Nous aimerions regrouper ces cas et les présenter au
corps médical sous forme de ce numéro spécial du Bulletin de la Société des
Sciences Médicales du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg.

Nous remercions le professeur Henri Metz, président, et les membres du
comité d'avoir mis à notre disposition l'organe officiel de la Société.

Nous aimerions dire au rédacteur en chef du Bulletin, le professeur Mario
Dicato, combien nous apprécions sa collaboration confraternelle.

Que notre secrétaire, Madame Marita Micault, qui depuis quinze ans a pris une
part importante dans la préparation de nos manuscrits, trouve ici le témoignage de
notre gratitude.

Nous remercions très chaleureusement tous les donateurs qui ont contribué à la
réalisation de cette brochure.

Les éditeurs suivants ont bien voulu nous autoriser à reproduire les articles déjà
publiés dans leur journal; nous les en remercions.

I wish to acknowledge my gratitude to the editors of the following journals for
granting the permission of reproduction.

Den Verlegern folgender Zeitschriften danke ich sehr herzlich fiir die Erlaubnis
der Reproduktion:
- Chirurgie Pédiatrique,

Organe officiel de la Société Française de Chirurgie Pédiatrique
(Masson Editeur, Paris)

- Chirurgische Praxis
(Marseille Verlag Mùnchen Wien)

- Diseases of the Colon & Rectum,
American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons
(J.B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia/USA)

- Kinderchirurgie und Grenzgebiete
(Marseille Verlag Mùnchen Wien)
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- P â d i a t r i s c h e P r a x i s

(Marseille Verlag Mùnchen Wien)
- The Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery, Inc. Boston/USA

- Zeitschrift fur Kinderchirurgie,
Organ der - Deutschen

- S c h w e i z e r i s c h e n
- Osterreichischen Gesellschaft fiir Kinderchirurgie
- Scandinavian Association of Paediatric Surgeons
- Dutch Association for Paediatric Surgery
- Belgian Association of Paediatric Surgery

(Hippokrates Verlag Stuttgart)

Plusieurs articles ont été repris dans des ouvrages de référence:

- Massive Thymic Hyperplasia in Infants
d a n s
Pediatric Surgery, Fourth Edition,
edited by
K.J. Welch, J.G. Randolph, M.M. Ravitch,
J . A . O ' N e i l l , M . I . R o w e ,
Vol. 1, 603, 1986-
Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc., USA

- Cervical Thymic Cysts in Infants and Children
u a n s

Pediatric Digest, March 1975, 30
e t

Pediatric Surgery, Third Edition,
edited by M.M. Ravitch, K.J. Welch, C.D. Benson,
E. Aberdeen, J.G. Randolph,
Vol. 1, 498, 1979 - Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc., USA

- Dysplasia Epiphysealis of the Carpal Bones
Report of a Case and review of the Literature
d a n s
The Year Book of Hand Surgery, 223-224, 1985 —
Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc., USA
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Notre collaboratrice de la première heure. Madame Lucie Goergen, infirmière
responsable du bloc opératoire, nous quitte pour prendre sa retraite.

Madame Goergen a été en charge du quartier opératoire de la Clinique d'enfants
pendant 20 ans.

Nous tenons à rendre hommage à sa grande compétence, à son dévouement, à sa
conscience professionnelle, son sens du devoir et son efficacité.

Nous aimerions lui dire combien nous avons apprécié cette collaboration
exemplaire tout au long d'une longue période d'un effort commun dans l'intérêt de
la chirurgie des enfants.

Nous lui dédions ce volume en signe d'appréciation de ses mérites exceptionnels.

A l f r ed Lamesch
f é v r i e r 1 9 8 8
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Cervical Thymic Cysts in Infants and Children *

A. Lamesch, MD, C. Capesius, MD
M.C. Theisen-Aspesberro, MD

Thymic cysts in the cervical area are an interesting and rare entity which is
almost never mentioned in the differentia! diagnosis of cervical masses in infants
and children. In this ectopic location they are commonly mistaken for cystic
hygromas or branchial cysts. Considering the embryological development and the
path of descent of the thymus, it is surprising that persistence of thymic tissue in the
neck is not found more frequently. Because of the rare occurrence of thymic cysts
in the neck, it is felt that the following case is worthwile reporting to emphasize the
consideration of this entity in the differential diagnosis of cervical tumours in
infants and children.

C A S E R E P O RT:

Pierre F., an eleven year old boy, was admitted to hospital on March 27, 1972,
because of a left cervical mass, which had been Þrst noticed six months before.

During this time, the volume and consistence of the tumour were changing,
reappearing and disappearing several times.

The physical examination revealed a soft, painless, ßuctuating mass of the size
of a grapefruit, covered by normal skin, lying under the anterior border of the left
sternocleidomastoid muscle, not attached to the skin and not movable upon the
deep tissue. There were no symptoms indicating compression of the pharynx or the
trachea. It did not move on swallowing. The preoperative diagnosis was cystic
lymphangioma. X-ray examination of the chest was normal.

At operation, a soft encapsulated, lobulated, pale mass of the size of a
grapefruit was found, extending under the sternocleidomastoid muscle to the
carotid sheath. The mass was dissected from the jugular vein, carotid artery and
vagus nerve, separated from the sternocleidomastoid muscle and removed in toto.

* L. Kinderchir. 1974, 14, 213-219
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The gross specimen showed multilocular, smoothwalled cysts, containing a
yellow-brownish ßuid. The wall of the mass was soft and thicker than the usual wall
of a cystic hygroma.

The postoperative course was uneventful.

Microscopic Þndings (Dr. C. Capesius): The histological examination of the
large cervical mass shows a multiloculated cyst lined by simple cuboidal or
ßattened cells or by a squamous stratiÞed epithelium which covers a well
vascularized connective tissue containing inßammatory cells: lymphocytes, plasmo-
cytes and foreign body giant cells (Fig. 1). In some places the wall, without lining,
consists only of granulomatous tissue with abundant macrophagic cells. The cyst is
Þlled with necrotic material, desquamated cells and cholesterol clefts (Fig. 2). In its
wall, the cyst and thymic tissue, composed of lymphocytes and Hassall's corpuscu
les in various stages of degeneration and cyst formation (Fig. 3).

H I S T O R I C A L R E V I E W :

Cervical thymic cysts have a long history. The Þrst reports of thymic cysts were
from autopsy material. These were inßammatory in origin and initially attributed
to tuberculosis (Lieutaud, 9) and later associated with syphilis (Dubois, 9) due to
syphilitic suppuration. These lesions were known as Dubois' abscesses. As early as
1900, the congenital basis was proposed by Westenryk (21). In 1944, Hyde, Sellers
and Owen (9) reported the Þrst successful removal of a cervical thymic cyst. Since

. . . . .

Cervical thymic cyst. Photomi
crograph .showing a cyst with an
epithelial line and thymic tissue
in its wall (magniÞcation 10 x)

Fig. 2: Higher magniÞcation of preced
ing Þgure showing the epithelial
lining of the cyst (magniÞcation
25 x)

Fig. 3: Detail of the thymic tissue in
cluded in the cyst's wall with
some Massal l 's corpuscules

(magniÞcation 25x)
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